Curriculum
Daylight Discovery Preschool operates on the Piagetian belief that children learn through the active exploration of their environment.  Our program will support their exploration and curiosity by offering learning centers, projects, and hands-on experiences.  Along with understanding how children learn best, our curriculum will be centered on the Creative Curriculum and the project approach.  Our curriculum and program will be guided by the ECERS (Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale) that will make Daylight Discovery Preschool a high quality early childhood program.  

The classroom will be divided into learning centers.  Included will be an art area, water/sand area, science/math area, library area, dramatic play area, and writing area.  The active days take us through a variety of learning situations.  The children will start each morning with free-choice play, where centers are all open.  Carpet time allows the children to come together to pray, decide which children gets the daily jobs, discuss the weather, and add to the calendar.  The circle time is used for stories, songs, and finger plays.  Table activity time is allotted for special hands-activities as well as the children engaging in manipulates.  Play is work to children.  Children will learn how to problem-solve, develop social, language, fine and gross motor, and risk-taking skills, in addition to learning manners, creativity, and self-expression.

The curriculum is based on the project approach, where the children help decide what they want to learn rather than letting the teacher make all the choices.  The children will have a chance to vote on a specific topic.   These topics will guide the teachers’ lesson plans.  The lesson plans will incorporate phonics, language, music, science, math, social studies, and art skills.

Daylight Discovery Preschool’s curriculum utilizes a wide variety of activities, both structured and unstructured, to broaden the children’s knowledge, to increase their social, physical, spiritual, and emotional development, and to enable them to adapt into today’s society.  The children will mainly do child-based art projects, rather than teacher-based artwork projects. Our program will incorporate hands-on-activities, rather than an overabundance of worksheets.   The teachers will encourage children to develop internal desire to learn their numbers and letters, as well as to draw, share, help, and use manners.

Another core portion of our curriculum will be learning about our Catholic faith and growing spiritually and morally.  We emphasize that Jesus loves all of His little children and He wants us to love one another.  We help the children understand and guide them to make the right choices that will strengthen the roots of their faith.  Prayer is incorporated throughout the day, where children pray during morning gathering time, snack time, and in the quiet of their hearts.  The Pre-Kindergarten Class will attend weekly Mass on every Wednesday at 9:30 AM.  Two children each Mass will be able to dress up as a Priest and Nun.  Those children will be able to bless the class with Holy Water after Mass.  With God’s grace, our program will be blessed. 

